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Trinity - 10 of 13     Who also attained unto the Presence of God?


















Therefore, whosoever, and in whatever Dispensation, hath recognized and attained unto the presence of these glorious, these resplendent and most excellent Luminaries, hath verily attained unto the "Presence of God" Himself, and entered the city of eternal and immortal life.
Bahá’u’lláh, The Book of Certitude, p. 142
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Can a scientist believe in God?


















I want to know how God created this world.  I am not interested in this or that phenomenon, in the spectrum of this or that element.  
I want to know His thoughts; the rest are details.
Max Jammer, Einstein and Religion: physics and theology, p. 123
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Bahá’u’lláh's Family Lineage

















Bible prophecy clearly states that the Messiah of the "last days" will be descended from David, the king of ancient Israel. Students of the Bahá’í Faith will be interested to learn that Bahá’u’lláh, the Prophet founder of the Bahá’í Faith, is indeed descended from both the kings of ancient Persia and from the kings of ancient Israel. 
The well known early Bahá’í scholar, Mirza Abu'l-Fadl, wrote that in his investigations of Bahá’u’lláh's family line he was impressed to learn that even the "severe and unsympathetic" critic of the Bahá’í Faith Rida-Quli Khan-i-Hidayat had admitted in his book, "The Book of Ancestry", that Bahá’u’lláh was descended from Chosroes I, the renowned Sasananian monarch known as Adil (the Just). 





This geneaology of Zerubabel agrees with the one found in the New Testament. Matthew 1:6-12 clearly establishes that Sasan's mother was both a direct descendant of King David of Judah and a direct descendant of Abraham. To conclude, Sasan the Great's father was the Persian king Cyrus the Great and his mother was Rahab, a descendant of King David. Bahá’u’lláh, is a direct descendant of Sasan, and as a result his ancestry from the Sasananian kings of Persia, the Davidic line of kings of Israel and from the Hebrew patriarch Abraham can clearly be demonstrated. Three thousand years ago the Persian Prophet Zoroaster predicted that in the mid 1800's "a descendant of the Iranian (Persian) kings will be raised up as a Prophet." The Jewish prophecies further predict that this King Messiah will be descended from King David. (see: Isaiah 11) Bahá’u’lláh clearly fulfills the Messianic requirements of both of these religions. Most of the Zoroastrians of modern Persia have already become Bahá’ís…. when will the followers of Judaism and the other religions realize that their Promised One has already come and follow their example? 
Adapted by Joel Smith 
from an article written by Phil Turner
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What is meditation and what are some of its benefits?
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It is an axiomatic fact that while you meditate you are speaking with your own spirit. In that state of mind you put certain questions to your spirit and the spirit answers: the light breaks forth and the reality is revealed.You cannot apply the name 'man' to any being void of this faculty of meditation; 
without it he would be a mere animal, lower than the beasts.Through the faculty of meditation man attains to eternal life; through it he receives the 
breath of the Holy Spirit – the bestowal of the Spirit is given in reflection and meditation.  
The spirit of man is itself informed and strengthened during meditation; through it affairs of which man knew nothing are unfolded before his view.  
Through it he receives Divine inspiration, through it he receives heavenly food.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 174
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There is a life after this life 
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…in the other world the human reality doth not assume a physical form, rather doth it take on a heavenly form, made up of elements of that heavenly realm.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 194



And now concerning thy question regarding the soul of man and its survival after death. Know thou of a truth that the soul, after its separation from the body, will continue to progress until it attaineth the presence of God…. Blessed is the soul which, at the hour of its separation from the body, is sanctified from the vain imaginings of the peoples of the world…. The world beyond is as different from this world as this world is different from that of the child while still in the womb of its mother.
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 155
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Born againDo Bahá’ís believe we must be born again?
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New Manifestation



















Scripture:
1.  John 3:3
2.  Kitab-i-Iqán, p. 118



Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.John 3:3
Such things have come to pass in the days of every Manifestation of God. Even as Jesus said: "Ye must be born again."[1] Again He saith: "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit."[2] The purport of these words is that whosoever in every dispensation is born of the Spirit and is quickened by the breath of the Manifestation of Holiness, he verily is of those that have attained unto "life" and "resurrection" and have entered into the "paradise" of the love of God. And whosoever is not of them, is condemned to "death" and "deprivation," to the "fire" of unbelief, and to the "wrath" of God.
Bahá’u’lláh, The Book of Certitude, p. 118
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Can we know God’s essence?


















As our knowledge of things, even of created and limited things, 
is knowledge of their qualities and not of their essence, how is it possible to comprehend in its essence the Divine Reality, which is unlimited?…Knowing God, therefore, means the comprehension and the knowledge of His attributes, and not of His Reality. 
This knowledge of the attributes is also proportioned to the capacity and power of man; it is not absolute.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, pp. 220-221
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Sin - 2 of 3     What is the cause of Spiritual life or devastation?



Scripture:
1. Rev 20:13
2. Some Answered Questions,pp. 119-120
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…and they were judged every man according to their works.Revelation 20:13
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.               1 Cor 15:22
Adam is the cause of man’s physical life; but the Reality of Christ - that is to say, the Word of God - is the cause of spiritual life…. But the mass of the Christians believe that, as Adam ate of the forbidden tree, He sinned in that He disobeyed, and that the disastrous consequences of this disobedience have been transmitted as a heritage and have remained among His descendants. Hence Adam became the cause of the death of humanity. This explanation is unreasonable and evidently wrong, for it means that all men, even the Prophets and the Messengers of God…have become without reason guilty sinners.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions, p. 119-120We are all judged according to the choices that we make. 
Bad choices have disastrous consequences.



[image: C:\Users\zabina\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\H5JAQK9K\MCj03536290000[1].wmf]
[image: C:\Users\zabina\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\14G6AM9Y\MCPE07654_0000[1].wmf]
652



[image: Bible Topics border.png]
Index



Next Topic



Current Topic



Previous Topic



Table of Contents




Becoming a Bahá’í




Page license: CC BY-NC-SA 3.0






























Can a Bahá’í couple use in-vitro fertilization or surrogate mothers to have children?


















While artificial insemination is a very different process from in-vitro fertilization, the principle enunciated by the Guardian is the same, namely, that to be acceptable to Bahá’ís the egg cell of the wife should be fertilized by the sperm of the husband in the procedure.
The spiritual and social implications involved in the use of surrogate mothers to provide for the gestation of the embryo, even when the embryo results from the fertilization of the husband's sperm and the wife's egg cell which is later implanted into the womb of the third party, are too far-reaching for such a procedure to be permissible to Bahá’ís.
On behalf of the Universal House of Justice, October 25, 1984:  Lights of Guidance, p. 348



327



Index



Next Topic



Current Topic



Previous Topic



Table of Contents




Becoming a Bahá’í




Page license: CC BY-NC-SA 3.0






























A prayer for all mankind

















O Thou kind Lord! Thou hast created all humanity from the same stock. Thou hast decreed that all shall belong to the same household. In Thy Holy Presence they are all Thy servants, and all mankind are sheltered beneath Thy Tabernacle; all have gathered together at Thy Table of Bounty; all are illumined through the light of Thy Providence.
O God! Thou art kind to all, Thou hast provided for all, dost shelter all, conferrest life upon all. Thou hast endowed each and all with talents and faculties, and all are submerged in the Ocean of Thy Mercy.
O Thou kind Lord! Unite all. Let the religions agree and make the nations one, so that they may see each other as one family and the whole earth as one home. May they all live together in perfect harmony.
O God! Raise aloft the banner of the oneness of mankind.
O God! Establish the Most Great Peace.
Cement Thou, O God, the hearts together….
Thou art the Mighty and Powerful, Thou art the Forgiving and Thou art the One Who overlooketh the shortcomings of all mankind.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá’í Prayers, p. 101
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The essence of all the Prophets of God is one and the same



Bahá’u’lláhThe Báb
Muhammad
Jesus Christ
Moses
Buddha
Zoroaster
Abraham
Krishna
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Know thou assuredly that the essence of all the Prophets of God is one and the same.  Their unity is absolute.  God, the Creator, saith: There is no distinction whatsoever among the Bearers of My Message.  They all have but one purpose; their secret is the same secret.  To prefer one in honor to another, to exalt certain ones above the rest, is in no wise to be permitted.
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 78
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Why do we benefit from meditating on the text of Holy Scriptures?






















Consider, moreover, how frequently doth man become forgetful of his own self, whilst God remaineth, through His all-encompassing knowledge, aware of His creature, and continueth to shed upon him the manifest radiance of His glory. 
It is evident, therefore, that, in such circumstances, He is closer to him than his own self. He will, indeed, so remain for ever, for, whereas the one true God knoweth all things, perceiveth all things, and comprehendeth all things, mortal man is prone to err, and is ignorant of the mysteries that lie enfolded within him….
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 186
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